
November 5, 2013 

 

General Kamala D. Harris   

State of California Department of Justice 

Office of the Attorney General  

 P.O. Box 944255 

 Sacramento, CA 94244-2550     
 

RE: Letter of Appeal for Sexual Abuse US inmates 

Dear General Harris: 

Please accept this letter and attached Advocacy Report as a proposal to address the problem of sexual 

abuse among US inmates prevailing in correctional facilities. The statistics taken for the US Department 

of Justice showed that for the year 2011 -2012 among state and federal prison, an estimated 68,900 

inmates reported sexual abuse by another inmate and/or staff.  After many sexual assaults, it’s time to 

look at the overall criminal justice system of prisons, a system that is reaching a breaking point. In 2003, 

the Prison Rape Elimination Act took it effect, which has not eliminated the problem of sexual abuse. 

Therefore, I feel that having more alternatives to address the problem of sexual abuse among correctional 

facilities could benefit inmates, correctional facilities and society. 

 

Correctional facilities, who are not practicing preventive measures for sexual abuse, are affecting the 

quality of life for inmates and communities. Communities are affected once inmates are released because 

they bring their trauma experiences and their diseases into the public. In addition, with this topic I have 

become an advocate for change in my community because I’m concerned with the well being of my 

community. When sexual abuse inmates bring mental health and public health issues to my community it 

causes bad negative effects and makes it unhealthy for everyone. I will like people in my community to 

be good members of society and possibly have a healthier environment, and positive growth.  Moreover, 

with your assistance in policy changes and educational training sexual abuse can be preventable. It will 

improve the quality of life for everyone: inmates, correctional facilities, and society. 

 

Therefore, I have discovered great tactics that could facilitate the problem and possibly eliminate sexual 

abuse in correctional facilities. The following are effective proposals that describe more ways to reduce 

the problem of sexual abuse in prisons: I recommend having all correctional facilities (private, local, state 

and federal) comply with PREA standards and get audited by the state to make sure they are complying. 

With that in hand, correctional facilities need to also collaborate with the “Texas Safe Program” and the 

“Ohio Ten Point Plan”, who have been proven to be effective, and have reduced sexual abuse assaults in 

prison.  

 

By keeping inmates safe, it will make such a difference in the lives of all the constituents you serve.  

 

I also would appreciate it if you would let me know of the action that you take on this matter.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Josie Ortega 
MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCATE 

 


